ENG 102
Literary Evaluation Prompt

Introduction
When evaluating literature, we often look at the choices a writer has made and determine whether those choices were effective. We might investigate more technical elements, like diction, structure, rhyme, rhythm, etc., or we might look at more interpretive ideas like figurative language, imagery, symbolism, irony, etc. No matter what, the choices a writer makes influences how the audience reacts to the piece.

Directions
In 750-1000 words, write an evaluation of a literary work you have read so far this semester in this class:
· Choose 1-3 elements (literary terms) that have been assigned thus far and evaluate their effectiveness within 1 literary work (poetry, fiction, or drama) we’ve read so far this semester. To do this, you will need to first think about the purpose and theme of the work and then think about how those specific elements work to create that theme and fulfill that purpose. 
· It is important that you do not merely identify the term, but also discuss its purpose and significance. For instance, do not just say that a poem uses metaphor frequently. You also need to discuss the purpose of those metaphors and evaluate how well the metaphors are used. Why are they used so much? How does their use affect the poem? Do they affect the reader’s perception of the piece?
Regardless of your choice of literary work, be sure that your thesis is clear and argument-driven, meaning that it should be phrased in such a way that it can be supported and argued. You will first need a clear understanding of what exactly is going on in the work, which may take several close readings. 
[bookmark: _kkunb1xqy6qz]Suggested Outline
· Introduction
· Try a funnel introduction--start general and transition down to a specific arguable thesis.
· Create an evaluative, argumentative thesis--it should be something everyone may not agree with. 
· Poor example: Angelou’s “Still I Rise” contains several metaphors.
· Stronger example: Angelou’s exceptional use of metaphor in “Still I Rise” creates an uplifting, inspiring message for any reader, regardless of race or gender.
· Three Body Paragraphs
· Use your body paragraphs to develop and support the main points from your thesis statement as well as introduce examples from your sources.
· Start each body paragraph with a topic sentence.
· Use transitions to connect your ideas.
· Include in-text citations each time you quote or paraphrase a source.
· Conclusion
· Restate your main idea in a new way (do not simply copy and paste your thesis). Bring the paper to a close.
· Try mirroring the introduction in terms of content and structure. 
· Ex: If you start your paper with a statistic, remind the reader of that statistic at the end of your paper to bring your ideas full circle.
[bookmark: _vmvnm1u1tz9a]Research Requirements
· 3 Direct quotes (at minimum) from your primary source (the literary work).
· 2 Direct quotes (at minimum) from 1 article found through the GTC databases. 
· Database source must be credible and appropriate for an academic setting. 
· Any borrowed material (quoted, summarized, or paraphrased) must be properly cited in-text and in the Works Cited page.
· Note: While you are welcome to paraphrase information with proper in-text citations, paraphrased material will NOT count toward the direct quote requirements. 
MLA Format
Your essay should be properly formatted according to the most up-to-date MLA standards discussed in class or located in course materials (your textbook or the MLA and Research Resources area of Blackboard). 
Proper formatting includes the following criteria:
· MLA General Format 
· In-text citations
· Works Cited page that follows all MLA guidelines

[bookmark: _rai0319m4m60]Submission Guidelines
· Submit your essay to the correct Blackboard Assignment folder before the due date and time discussed in class.
· If you are using anything other than traditional desktop Word to create your essays (Office 365, Google Drive, Pages, etc.), you MUST create a .pdf of the document to upload. Blackboard will not read your document otherwise and you run the risk of not having your assignment submitted on time and earning a late penalty.
[bookmark: _4q3lg05iz40b]Additional Information
To be eligible for a passing grade, essays must meet the following basic requirements:
· 750-100 words
· Content is on topic 
· Meets all research requirements (number of quotes, types of sources, includes in-text documentation and a Works Cited page, etc.)
· Has no issues with academic dishonesty (i.e. essay is original to this class this semester and includes no undocumented borrowed information)

